
 

Siuslaw High School Course Syllabus 
  
Course Title: English III               Department: English Language Arts 
Instructor: Mr. Perry   Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisite: English I and II  Units of Credit: 1 (1/2 per semester) 
E-mail: mperry2@siuslaw.k12.or.us  
Website: https://sites.google.com/a/siuslaw.k12.or.us/mrperrysclassroom/  
  
Course Overview  
  
 This English class will be a blend of American Literature and writing. We will discuss 
different genres of American Literature from the origin to the contemporary. 
  
You will be expected to complete a variety of standards, including:  
•Write effectively in diverse modes 
• Understand Grade-level literature 
•Work in and participate in discussion, peer-editing, and cooperative 
 learning groups.  
•Outside of class reading:  Approved books, reading logs, reading responses, 30 minutes of 
reading per day and goal setting each nine weeks. 
•Free writing: Up to one hour per week. 
•Keeping a writing portfolio and maintaining a blog. 
  
How will this benefit the student 
  
 This curriculum is designed to increase each student's ability to write and expose the 
students to many fine pieces of literature. By discussing and critically analyzing these works 
help hone your ability to communicate effectively via the written and spoken word.  
  
These abilities are the types of skills business leaders and professionals in the community are 
looking for in potential employees.  These skills are life skills that all people can utilize to make 
themselves more successful in many phases of their lives. 
  

 
Classroom Procedures 
  
• Work turned in without a name will be stored under the late box until quarter’s end, 
when it will be recycled.  
• In the event of an excused absence, you will be given one extra day for each day you 
were absent, plus one additional day to finish work assigned while you were gone.  In the 

https://sites.google.com/a/siuslaw.k12.or.us/mrperrysclassroom/


 

event of a prearranged absence, work should be submitted before departure or upon 
arrival. 
•In the event of an unexcused absence, students will not be allowed to make-up missed 
daily assignments. 
• It is the responsibility of the student to get assignments missed due to  
absences. 
•Students who miss class for school-sponsored activities must make arrangements to 
complete and submit assignments missed prior to departure for said event.  
•Student grades will be available in real-time on student and family access.  Please see 
your PRIDE Teacher or the office for user name and ID. 
  
Late Work—Only turn late work in at an appropriate time. 
  
• On-Time work will be turned in directly to Mr. Perry.  
• Late work will be placed in the Late Box by the student.  As a general rule, 
late work is eligible for full credit, however the teacher reserves the right to impose 
reductions on assignments as needed.  If the Late Box is taken advantage of it may be 
closed to individuals and/or classes.   The late box is the wire basket on the shelves by 
the teachers desk.  
• Never put work in my box in the office.  I will not retrieve it. 
• Work turned in on time will be graded and placed in the outbox in as timely a manner as 
possible.  Work in the out box (tower on the right) may be retrieved by a student before 
or after school, or before or after class.  It will be passed back periodically. 
• Late work will be graded if time allows.  Work turned in during the last 
two weeks of a grading period may not be graded until the next grading period. 
• If a test or quiz is missed the student must make it up upon his/her return to school. 
Once a quiz/exam has been passed back to the class no more make-up quizzes/exams 
will be given. 
  
  
Student Grading 
  
 All assignments will be graded on a point basis, but will focus on state standards. 
Grades will be based on percentage of points earned.  
  
 A         100 – 90  
 B 89 – 80  
 C 79 - 70 
 D 69 – 60 
                                       Not Yet       59 – and below 
  
  
  



 

Required Assignments 
  
 You cannot pass this class without completing all required assignments to a 
minimum acceptable standard  (Essays, free writing, reading responses, blog posts, 
speeches, accelerated reading , projects, etc.).  Students will be told, and reminded which 
assignments are required.  Required assignments will be recorded with the symbol (R) 
after them on grade reports. 
  
Cheating/Plagiarism 
  
 Student will receive a zero (0) on the assignment.  If it is a required assignment it 
must be re-done and re-submitted in order for the student to be eligible to pass the class.  If a 
student is discovered cheating on a daily assignment make-up will not be allowed. 
  
 Second incident:  Failure of class. 
  
Class Materials 
  
 I expect each student to keep an organized notebook and to bring that notebook to class 
daily.  Your notebook should contain all handouts, notes and assignments for the 
year—including graded material that has been handed back to you.  Everyone must provide a 
three-ring notebook, and many, many pages of loose-leaf notebook paper.  I would also urge 
you to get a set of colored felt pens or colored pencils--small enough of a package to keep in 
your notebook. Students must also bring their reading book and textbook(s) to class each 
day, a notebook with paper, along with a pen and pencil.  Students who come to class 
unprepared will be marked tardy . 
  
Tardy Policy 
   
 You must have all necessary materials, be in your seat and ready to work when the 
bell rings, or you may be considered tardy. 
  
1.  Bring all materials to class (if you do not bring all materials to class you will be sent back to 
your locker, and given a tardy). 
  
2.  Use the restroom between classes, or you must use one of your hall passes.  After both hall 
passes are used, you must stay after class for each second you are not in class. 
  
3.  If you are a few seconds tardy, come in quietly, (you may apologize) be seated and begin 
working.  Chronic tardiness or tardiness with disruptions will be handled according to the school 
handbook. 
  



 

4. Students must sign in and out of class each time they leave the room. Students who abuse 
hall-passes will be placed on the no-fly list. 
  
Attendance Policy 
  
When returning to school after an absence, a student must have a note or phone call from the 
parent/guardian within twenty-four (24) hours of absence.  The note must give the date of the 
absence and a valid or verifiable reason for being absent.  
  
It is the student's responsibility to do this before classes begin so that tardiness will not 
occur . 
  
Hat/Head Covering Policy 
  
 I expect you to remove your hats while in the classroom.   
  
Hall Passes 
  
Use discretion when asking to leave the room.  Students will only be allowed to leave the 
room when it is appropriate.  Students must sign in and out of the log book at the front of 
the room before leaving. 
  
Hall Passes:  Hall passes are given on a discretionary basis. By Administrative mandate, no 
student is to leave the classroom within 10 minutes of the start and/or end of the class period.  
You may not leave the room without a pass. Passes are suspended from the thermostat near 
the door.  Please remember to return them after use. 
  
Library Passes 
  
Generally, you may go to the library during reading time to check out and renew books, check 
reading and point levels and take AR tests.  You are expected to be back before the completion 
of reading time.  Your library pass is your reading log.  You may not go to the library without a 
signed reading log.  To attempt to gain access to the library, ask me for permission and if it is 
granted fill out the logbook before heading down. 
  
 
Visitors/Substitutes/Change of Venue 

 
When there is a visitor in the class or a substitute I expect the class to be on its best 

behavior.  Also, if we leave the classroom, and go to some other location (i.e., library, computer 
lab), you must also be on your best behavior.   You represent yourself, your class, this school 
and me.  Any misbehavior, especially in these situations, is unacceptable.  



 

  
Classroom Expectations 

  
 1. Be on time, on task & prepared to learn EVERYDAY. 
 #nodaysoff 
  
 2. Respect the teacher, the classroom, other students, and yourself. 
 #dudebenice 
  
 3. Be responsible for your own learning. 
 #quitcheating #workhard 
  
 4. Clean up after yourself and your peers. 
  #notyourhousekeeper 
  
 5. Keep all personal electronics away. 
 #onlywithpermission #notexting #nosnaps #notweeting #nopictures 
  

SLANT 
S it up in your seat 
A sk and answer questions 
A sk and answer questions 
N ote important information and non-verbal communications 
T rack the speaker 
 
 

FOCUS 
 

F ind the courage it takes to grow up and become who you want to be.  
O pen up to challenges so you can change.  
C are and be kind, because everyone I meet is fighting a hard battle. 
U nderstand that your dreams only work when you do.  
S et yourself up for success so anything can be possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Oregon Common Core State Standards 
  
Literature   11-12.RL 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

11-12.RI.10   By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 

11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 

end of the range. 

11-12.RL.10 By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 

and poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding 

as needed at the high end of the range. 

  

Key Ideas and Details 

11-12.RL.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the 

text leaves matters uncertain. 

11-12.RL.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 

development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 

one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the 

text. 

  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

  

11-12.RL.9 Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century 

foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from 

the same period treat similar themes or topics. 

  

Informational Text   11-12.RI 

Key Ideas and Details 

11-12.RI.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the 

text leaves matters uncertain. 

11-12.RI.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over 

the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 

provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

  

Craft and Structure 



 

11-12.RI.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 

particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

11-12.RI.8 Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application 

of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court 

majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works 

of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist , presidential addresses). 

11-12.RI.9 Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. 

documents of historical and literary significance (including The Declaration of 

Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln’s 

Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 

  

Writing   11-12.W 

Text Types and Purposes 

  

11-12.W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

a.    Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 

claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create 

an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence. 

b.    Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most 

relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of 

both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, 

values, and possible biases. 

c.     Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 

sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 

claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 

counterclaims. 

d.    Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 

the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

e.    Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 

the argument presented. 



 

11-12.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 

concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

a.    Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that 

each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; 

include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b.    Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 

facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 

and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

c.     Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 

of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas 

and concepts. 

d.    Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 

metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 

e.    Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 

the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

f.      Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 

the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the 

significance of the topic). 

11-12.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 

events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 

sequences. 

a.    Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its 

significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

b.    Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot 

lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c.     Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a 

coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, 

suspense, growth, or resolution). 

d.    Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture 

of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

e.    Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or 

resolved over the course of the narrative. 



 

11-12.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a.    Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its 

significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

b.    Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot 

lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c.     Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a 

coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, 

suspense, growth, or resolution). 

d.    Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture 

of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

e.    Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or 

resolved over the course of the narrative. 

  

Production and Distribution of Writing 

11-12.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 

for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

11-12.W.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a 

specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate 

command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 11–12.) 

11-12.W.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments 

or information. 

  

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

11-12.W.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 

inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 

11-12.W.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 

using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each 

source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the 

text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance 

on any one source and following a standard format for citation. 



 

11-12.W.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

a.    Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards  to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate 

knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century 

foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts 

from the same period treat similar themes or topics”). 

b.    Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards  to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 

and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of 

constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court 

Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and 

arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist , presidential 

addresses]”). 

  

Range of Writing 

11-12.W.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Scope and Sequence 
Semester One 
 
 Persuasive Writing Sample #1 (secure) (11-12.W.1, 11-12.W.4, 11-12.W.5, 11-12.W.10) 
 State Scoring Guide 
  
Native American Literature (11-12.RL.1, 11-12.RL.2, 11-12.RL.9, 11-12.RL.10) 
 “The Walum Olum” Delaware Indian 
 Native American Poetry 
 “Song of the Sky Loom” Tawa Indian 
 “I Have Killed the Deer” Taos Pueblo Indian 

Selected Sherman Alexie  
 from Blue Highways William Least Heat Moon 
  Native American Literature Assessment 
  
Persuasive Writing Sample #2 (secure) (11-12.W.1, 11-12.W.4, 11-12.W.5, 11-12.W.10) 
 Revision 
  
The Next Wave (Bradford to Haley) (11-12.RL.1, 11-12.RL.2, 11-12.RL.8, 11-12.RL.9, 
11-12.RL.10) 
 from “Of Plymouth Plantation” William Bradford 
 “What is an American?” Jean Creavacour 
 “From Africa to America” Equiano 
 from Roots Alex Haley 
Bradford to Haley Assessment 
  
Informative/Explanatory Writing Sample (secure) (11-12.W.2, 11-12.W.4, 11-12.W.5, 
11-12.W.10) 
 Revision 
  
Puritans to Patriots (Edwards to Benet) ) (11-12.RL.1, 11-12.RL.2, 11-12.RL.6, 11-12.RL.8, 
11-12.RL.9, 11-12.RL.10) 
 from “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” Jonathan Edwards 
 from The Autobiography of Ben Franklin 
 from Poor Richard’s Almanac Benjamin Franklin 
Edwards to Franklin Assessment  
  
Revolutionary War Literature (11-12.RL.1, 11-12.RL.2, 11-12.RL.6, 11-12.RL.8, 11-12.RL.9, 
11-12.RL.10) 
 “Speech in the Virginia Convention” Patrick Henry 
 from “The Crisis” Thomas Paine 
 “The Declaration of Independence” Thomas Jefferson 



 

 “Stride Toward Freedom” Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 “Necessary to Protect Ourselves”  Malcolm X 
Revolutionary War Literature Exam 
  
Hawthorne to Bradbury (Romantics,Dark Romantics, and Dystopia) (11-12.RL.1, 11-12.RL.2, 
11-12.RL.9, 11-12.RL.10) 
 “Dr. Heiddegar’s Experiment” Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 “The Raven” Edgar Allan Poe 
 “The Pit and the Pendulum” Edgar Allan Poe 
 “The Tell Tale Heart” Edgar Allan Poe 

Selected Emily Dickenson Poems 
 

Harthorne to Poe Assessment  
Narrative Writing Sample (secure) (11-12.W.3, 11-12.W.4, 11-12.W.5, 11-12.W.10) 
 
 Semester Two 
Transcendentalists (Emerson to Whitman; Dead Poet’s Society) (11-12.RL.1, 11-12.RL.2, 
11-12.RL.9, 11-12.RL.10) 
 from “Self-Reliance” Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 from “Walden” Henry David Thoeau 
 “I Hear America Singing” Walt Whitman 
 When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer” Walt Whitman 
 from “Song of Myself” Walt Whitman 

Selected Mary Oliver poetry 
 Dead Poet’s Society 
Emerson to Whitman Exam 
Dead Poet’s Society Exam 
 
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck (11.12.RL.1, 11-12.RI.2, 11-12.RL.6, 11-12.RL.9, 
11-12.RL.10) 
  
Dystopia (Vonnegut and Bradbury) 
 
“Harrison Bergeron” Kurt Vonnegut  
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (11.12.RL.1, 11-12.RI.2, 11-12.RL.6, 11-12.RL.9, 
11-12.RL.10) 
 
  
Writing Sample On-Demand, student choice (secure) (11-12.W.1, 11-12.W.2, 11-12.W.3, 
11-12.W.4, 11-12.W.5, 11-12.W.10) 
  
 
State Writing Exam Preparation and Smarter Balanced Assessment Preparation 



 

 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (11.12.RL.1, 11-12.RI.2, 11-12.RL.6, 11-12.RL.9, 
11-12.RL.10) 
Communication 
 
 I will be available before school 7:45 – 8:30 and after school 3:10 – 3:45 or by 
appointment.  Please come in and ask questions or get additional help as needed. 
If you have any questions or would like to set up an appointment to see me, 
please call me at (541) 997-3448 ext. 5478 or E-mail me at 
mperry2@siuslaw.k12.or.us.  For the quickest response, I recommend you E-mail. 
I should get back to you by the end of the day.  I encourage you to contact me if 
there is anything I can do to assist you in being successful. 
 
  
X____________________________________________Date_______ 
Student signature 
  
X____________________________________________Date_______ 
Parent(s) signature 
 
Email Contact Information: 
  
Full Name: ________________________________________________ 
  
E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________ 
  
  
 
 Comments: 
  
 


