
Siuslaw High School Course Syllabus 

  
Course Title: Future Success              E-mail: mperry2@siuslaw.k12.or.us  
Instructor: Mr. Perry                          Grade Level: 9 
Units of Credit: 1 (1/2 per semester) 
Website: https://sites.google.com/a/siuslaw.k12.or.us/mrperrysclassroom/  
 
Course Overview: 
  
The goal of future success is to give freshman students a place to collaborate and grow 
together as they transition from middle school to high school. The class itself focuses on 
developing academic, career, and social-emotional skills in a flexible environment tailored to the 
specific needs of freshmen.  
 
Attendance Policy: 
 
My policy is that you need to be here everyday.  
 
Here are some reasons why. 
 
According to researchers from Johns Hopkins University, “Students need to attend 
school daily to succeed. The good news of this report is that being in school leads to 
succeeding in school. Achievement, especially in math, is very sensitive to attendance, 
and absence of even two weeks during one school year matters. Attendance also 
strongly affects standardized test scores and graduation and dropout rates.” 
 
Also from Johns Hopkins,  “Chronic absenteeism increases achievement gaps at the 
elementary, middle, and high school levels.” 
 
http://new.every1graduates.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/FINALChronicAbsenteeism
Report_May16.pdf 
 
Here are 10 facts about school attendance from attendanceworks.org, a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization.  
 
1 . Absenteeism in the first month of school can predict poor attendance throughout the school year. Half the students who miss 2-4 
days in September go on to miss nearly a month of school. 
  
2 . An estimated 5 million to 7.5 million U.S. students miss nearly a month of school each year. 
  

http://new.every1graduates.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/FINALChronicAbsenteeismReport_May16.pdf
http://new.every1graduates.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/FINALChronicAbsenteeismReport_May16.pdf
http://new.every1graduates.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/FINALChronicAbsenteeismReport_May16.pdf


  
3 . Absenteeism and its ill effects start early. One in 10 kindergarten and first grade students are chronically absent. Poor 
attendance can influence whether children read proficiently by the end of third grade or be held back. 
  
4 . By 6th grade, chronic absence becomes a leading indicator that a student will drop out of high school. 
  
5 . Research shows that missing 10 percent of the school, or about 18 days in most school districts, negatively affects a student’s 
academic performance. That’s just two days a month and that’s known as chronic absence. 
  
6 . The academic impact of missing that much school is the same whether the absences are excused or unexcused. Suspensions 
also add to lost time in the classroom. 
  
7 . Low-income students are four times more likely to be chronically absent than others often for reasons beyond their control, such 
as unstable housing, unreliable transportation and a lack of access to health care.  
  
8 . When students improve their attendance rates, they improve their academic prospects and chances for graduating. 
  
  
9 . Attendance improves when schools engage students and parents in positive ways and when schools provide mentors for 
chronically absent students. 
 
10. Most school districts and states don’t look at all the right data to improve school attendance. They track how many students 
show up every day and how many are skipping school without an excuse, but not how many are missing so many days in excused 
and unexcused absence that they are headed off track academically.  

 
 
 
Classroom Procedures 
  
• Work turned in without a name will be stored under the late box until quarter’s end, when it will 
be recycled.  
• In the event of an excused absence, you will be given one extra day for each day you were 
absent, plus one additional day to finish work assigned while you were gone.  In the event of a 
prearranged absence, work should be submitted before departure or upon arrival. 
•In the event of an unexcused absence, students will not be allowed to make-up missed daily 
assignments. 
• It is the responsibility of the student to get assignments missed due to absences. 
•Students who miss class for school-sponsored activities must make arrangements to complete 
and submit assignments missed prior to departure for said event.  
•Student grades will be available in real-time on student and family access.  Please see your 
PRIDE Teacher or the office for user name and ID. 
  
Late Work—Only turn late work in at an appropriate time. 
  
• On-Time work will be turned in directly to Mr. Perry.  
• Late work will be placed in the Late Box by the student.  As a general rule, 
late work is eligible for full credit, however the teacher reserves the right to impose reductions 
on assignments as needed. If the Late Box is taken advantage of it may be closed to individuals 
and/or classes. The late box is the wire basket on the shelves by the teachers desk.  



• Never put work in my box in the office.  I will not retrieve it. 
• Work turned in on time will be graded and placed in the outbox in as timely a manner as 
possible.  Work in the out box (tower on the right) may be retrieved by a student before or after 
school, or before or after class. It will be passed back periodically. 
• Late work will be graded if time allows. Work turned in during the last 
two weeks of a grading period may not be graded until the next grading period. 
 
Student Grading 
  
 All assignments will be graded on a point basis, but will focus on state standards. 
Grades will be based on percentage of points earned. If you do what is asked of you in this 
class you will get an A.  
  
 A         100 – 90  
 B 89 – 80  
 C 79 - 70 
 D 69 – 60 
                                       Not Yet       59 – and below 
 
Required Assignments 
  
 You cannot pass this class without completing all required assignments to a 
minimum acceptable standard  (Maintaining your interactive notebook, filling out your planner, 
completing tasks and assignments, participating in group activities, collaborating in projects.). 
Students will be told, and reminded which assignments are required.  Required assignments 
will be recorded with the symbol (R) after them on grade reports. 
  
Cheating/Plagiarism 
 Student will receive a zero (0) on the assignment.  If it is a required assignment it 
must be re-done and re-submitted in order for the student to be eligible to pass the class.  If a 
student is discovered cheating on a daily assignment make-up will not be allowed. Second 
incident:  Failure of class. 

Please, don’t cheat in this class. The whole purpose of the course is to prepare you for 
success later on in life, cheating now just makes it easier to cheat later on. Don’t doom your 
future self because your present self is feeling lazy or because your past self has done it before.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Class Materials 
  
 I expect each student to keep an organized notebook and to bring that notebook to class 
daily.  Your notebook should contain all handouts, notes and assignments for the 
year—including graded material that has been handed back to you.  Everyone must provide a 
three-ring notebook, and many, many pages of loose-leaf notebook paper.  I would also 
urge you to get a set of colored felt pens or colored pencils--small enough of a package to keep 
in your notebook. Students must also bring a reading book and all homework to class 
each study day. Always bring a notebook with paper, your planner, along with a pen and 
pencil.  Students who come to class unprepared will be marked tardy . 
 

FAQs 
 
How will I earn my grade in Future success? 
  
The majority of your grade is determined by participation, preparedness, and completion of 
required aspects of the class. The required aspects are maintaining a student planner, 
participating in day-to-day class activities, effective use of study table time, developing and 
achieving student designed goals (daily, weekly, quarterly, and yearly), and completion of the 
second semester School Community Project. 
  
Is this an easy A class? 
  
Yes and No. This class is a proving ground for the skillset you’ll need to be successful later in 
high school and life. You earn your grade by participating, being prepared, and functioning as a 
member of the school community. 
  
Do I have to fill out a planner? 
 
Filling out a planner and tracking your to-do list is an essential part of being successful in your 
high school education. We have purchased a planner for every student enrolled in this class. If 
you so choose, you may go out and purchase your own planner to use for this class.  
 
Have a question? 
 
 Ask! I’m a pretty nice guy who likes answering questions and talking with people.  
 
Future Changes:  
 
Since this is my first time teaching Future Success (and the course’s first year in existence) I’m 
confident that there will be changes and adjustments throughout the year. Any changes to the 
classroom procedures, required elements, and the syllabus will be communicated to the 
students and the syllabus will be amended to reflect new changes.  



Communication 
 
 I will be available before school 7:45 – 8:30 and after school 3:10 – 3:45 or by 
appointment.  Please come in and ask questions or get additional help as needed. 
If you have any questions or would like to set up an appointment to see me, 
please call me at (541) 997-3448 ext. 5478 or E-mail me at 
mperry2@siuslaw.k12.or.us.  For the quickest response, I recommend you E-mail. 
I should get back to you by the end of the day.  I encourage you to contact me if 
there is anything I can do to assist you in being successful. 
 
  
X____________________________________________Date_______ 
Student signature 
  
X____________________________________________Date_______ 
Parent(s) signature 
 
Email Contact Information: 
  
Full Name: ________________________________________________ 
  
E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________ 
  
  
 
 Comments: 
  
  


